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A South Asiam acclaimed writer Manjula p

the first ever Ones sis International
Award is well known for her dvstopian Plays, novels and Stories for children, Munjula Padmanabhan 's
Srong Wwion lowards future-the sex ratio definitely will create g disturbance in balancing the nanral
law of life on earth—forms the Stuff of her dysi pian novels, Fler novel, Escape (2008) is a harsh sketeh
of a dystopian world that discusses the

' : life of the only girl in the world where the rest of the women
folk have been wiped out. The chief context of Escape is the declining sex-ratio in India which is the

result of the strong social bias against the girl child and the practice of female foeticide. It presents a
horrifying vision of the future where women have been completely exterminated. Escape maves from
its b;:zsit‘ theme of the oppression and ‘exp.*oita!irm of women to the end of humanity in .rhe era of
technological perfection. The paper aims at analysing the futuristic society portrayed in Manjula
Padmanabhan's novel Escape. It aims 10 discuss how the novel articulates Padmeanabhan's concerns

ver insane scientific aggression and fust recedi ng humanism.
ove ’ A

Keywords: Dystopia, nightmare, female foeticide, extermination
Introduction

Many feminist writers wrot:i: scicpcchﬁcli;)n_ and f?n:asy;‘ us;:lg il:::_ziar;ai‘:::;:;htoa::‘:]a:; :;:111}:,
: i atniarchy. A journalist, an acclaime

thq e utl"hgee:;ﬂf;;pg;egf;zr; z::I;'lilclzljre;l‘s bgoks {ncluding Mouse A!mck,pand the illustrator of
R Manjula Padmanabhan is well known for her dystopian novels. Dystopia, as opposed
g n-rhm’f s t-t'a an undesirable condition, a worst-case scenario to moralistic ob‘scrvcrs. Her
D R - 2008) and its sequel The Island of Lost Girls (2015) are based on the 1dea'one step
mm]S.ﬁxap& : ’s the digital world, focusing on the serious issue of women’s exiSl‘{nce in future.
sl 104;-13)’ X | Escape is woven in the land of imagination and lots of scope is there to see
T lqlm{"::h ut female which would really the dreadful and beyond our expectation.
the future world m:;:nerals’ utopian world order has become a nightmare for the vulnerable in
ch!'mocr?l tli:cft;‘:i(::gs out the image of futuristic world where women will be completely
the novel.
exterminated. e
Portrayal "f futur?tlc ‘:E;lsn’s dystopian novel Escape takes a futuristic view of the 'world.. The

Manj‘ula iy here the world’s nations do not exist anymore and Fhere is only one
B o o, the Whole Wanll Usion (WAL, wibich: spits the placet inmm ot entirely
global government, the o trade, communication or travel arrangements are al_lowed. Out of lh::j
separale enc]ave,S,_ W};lere i(]} it dominam central enclave, a giant arena for a continuous savage aln
four, “The Zone Ist e]mof war games. The Zone known as the Forbidden Land or Country, ats.(;
immﬁsel?f popula;r cc)i(?iz dominated and ruled by misogynist dictator General. His govemm_\:lr:t nl[s
called as ‘Brotherlan ic. It is controlled by cloned military Generals. They control ihcbll‘esll i
completely um:lerru:)c;;atlcén robots, and Boyz or awful groups of officers. The whole 11;1 O%h -
by using Drones oF :i“: selant ;ssaulls. This is the place where women are qot protec : i'm s
e Iiu(lll']? (‘iY by various means. Most surprisingly, even words, P"cm“’;a‘; e
are completely i e a{so restricted. Padmanabhan’s Escape depicts the life at t l; cl)sland '
!((:k numd&t&:ﬁﬂ? ::hilc its sequel The Island of Lost Girls depicts ‘hed‘{e ac‘isw"omen’ i
u;:.::u?:;ndrfar away, from the Forbidden Country. The Island 1s governed by

Mentors with funds from the WWU to run it independently.
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Most of Padmanabhan's novels are sel — ;
Escape akes place 10 the .uturlslu: time g4,

A { \\'(ﬂ'ltl. " is sol in "“! I]”Ic

41T

economic and technological development.
technological perfection and corporate capitalist modernis 3t |
orbidden Country: Ihe lll!l 10r has abstaineq fi
(hat the issues raised in th, '
€ Noy,

dystopian country known as Brotherland, the I |
ountry (0 emphasize | .

nd words mentioned in the text ing;
Catg

(A) iy Impaey. 3
m
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giving the name or location of a real-world ¢
ﬁ universal and can apply to any place. But the ""“ij'" e atinent
t incidents ha; : : .where in the In jan § p '
ppened in India or somey e gmrcrnctl by the misogynist dictaong
nes and Boyz, all a figmen, ip
of

Clones, Dro A
ve been exterminated and men ¢
in the Forbidden l:"ndlell:.

only female survivor 1
1e eliminating natural procreation iy

de pn‘.-grﬂllm . ;
to a dictatorship of Generals

Escape portrays Brotherland as

of- Generals, set in the futuristic world inhabited by
science fiction. It depicts how i -
clone. The novel offers the story of Meill, the

?:othcﬂand, women are extinct under a twu-dccﬂ’ et

vour of a i that gives complete i

cloning techrologY ving %cnmle as the females have been wiped out, as the Genery
he need for natural procreation altogether, [y
roduction since men can ck’,‘:

I;.Pm@niﬂ Meiji is the last survi e
ve invented the : o technology ann! ilatin (
g fnye no longer needed for rep

d for sex as homosexuality has replaced

the Forbidden Country, “Women 3
{ require
rror, inhabited by half human robey

themselves whenever they wish. They are no!
» (Chandra 12).
of mystery and te !
f the novel, it has been told that the

heterosexuality as the norm
The novel opens in the atmosphere y
are subjugated. In the first part ©

t Generals have exterminated eradicated women from their land, calleq

article entitled, “Exposition of the Existential Angst apg

a Padmanabhan’s Escape”, Mol K Krishnaja and others obserye
females as depicted in the novel. She writes, .
the contemporary society also gains prominence in the
jon with that of eco-feminism makes it a perfect
t by those in power is yet

who are made ignoran
Il the denial of human rights to suit the norms of

where body and brain
dictatorship of governmen
Brotherland. [n the research

Psychological Distress in Manjul

the ill effects of male domination upon
¢ women face in

The sexual abuse tha
novel. oo of science fict

blend. The tragic plig
is studied upon. Above a

another aspect that
those in power is clearly reflected in the novel (542).
The story of the novel revolves around the protagonist Meiji, who boldly faces challengi
adventures, and proves her strength to escape from Brotherland, the Forbidden Country Me?_l_ﬂ;s
uncles namely Eldest, Middle and Youngest were rich landlords before the Grcat’ CM:I !
introduced by the Generals. After the Change, they lost their big home. They tried to raise 8
inst the transcendent government but it is of no use. So, they raise Meiji secretly on th E‘::“
managed by them. They keep her hidden. She lives a life like a prisoner since birth; shcii F
d. She lives in an underground manor, equippec'l wit.hm:';l:

know about the outside worl

extravagance and kept an eye on by robots intended to secure he iji i

: €] r. Meiji is ho ;

ignorant of her sex, submitting to the standards of her Uncles. She batllcjs with l]::rs lf mld iy

0521 ; ‘Women were never available for the plucking, you know! Yes, but at least it w aze ings. She

) TisgTs i desires? Come on, yes, but always requiring restraint” (37). The Bove el

eiji’s innocence and hidden life in the country. She tolerates the suffe;-ings ;,d :: i
orries.

She doels: ’ttheknow her gender as well as feelings.
course of time, Meiji comes to know that her own mother had publicly immolated

herself (a sacrifice with clear sati resonances) i
— , | : ' es) in order that the Genera i i
WO ) m:;u;t;? g;]r: ::I:ll’ family, thus sa.ving Meiji’s life. Her U:lscll:slgal:;v::;n:d;??nt::t:
. seen by the outsiders as well as by the suitor. The suitor Jis about
s ofsec;!g;n?ltted to talk to Meiji without seeing her, who has entered the
ot b e s ek thest. As a_female, Meiji’s life is at threat 'She is not allowed to
as a female. She is the only bi lvc Gl g e P O \.vo . o -
ofrisirsa st ﬁlo ogical f-'emale left at the place. Meiji’s uncle e e

, but after some time keeping her hidden becomes diﬁ?ct:.l)l(t t:":)itl::rpthml;d'lh:

e —————————————————
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Generlls arrange inspection twice to trace Meiji, but they do not find her. 8o, as Meiji grows int
puberty, her three uncles decide to escorl her outside the Brotherland, 8o that she is not ew'mul:“”
. al on one of his frequent visits, Her uncles devise an ideal a"’ingc"hgnl ‘Yf
b ¥

discovered by the Gener | -
Meiji's escape. They decide to move her to a safer destination. A scared and puzzied Meiji is
or the journey with no inquiries. To keep her safe during the journey

ised to begin preparing | _ o _
:hd:::dmled g” a boy and even fitted with an artificial penis. Youngest is assigned the duty to
y Meiji and keep her safe during a long, extremely dangerous journey across a

asteland and the forbidden land. The planned journey is the journey from Brotherland to the
::hnd. a place of scientific experimentation and relatively safe place for the mutilated trans and

; : of the world. e
3 cuwou'n_;; 5 sutireplot of s novel is built around this journey of Meiji and her _1'1_ncle Youngest.
about Meiji's her future life. They try best to protect Meiji from mystery
5 Mey)i s i ’ ijon uncovers the awfulness of life in an

rebel ir discuss

who can smell or murder her. Their d ) -
¥ ive state. Eldest explains the difficulties involved in the journey to escape from the country
the fate of our entire generation... Inevitability was thrust upon us like

Generals: “That has been

orgkewer tlirough chunks of meat. We can choose to smile as we’re exposed to the fire or we can

. t nothing we do will alter the nature of the fire or our fate” ‘(2'6). Youngest, w}? is the

closest to Meiji, struggles with his emotions as he observes her femininity. ﬁtlz_tualllly,s}h:‘le:u;s not
identity. The uncles debate whether they should tell Meiji who she red! y is.

g e o to grow naturally would invite

i i ing Meiji
dle. the most practical of the three, feels that allowing _
Mldt danger. He wishes to keep her as a child forever. Youngest, the most emotional of the three,

feels that this would be a treachery. He wants Meiji to discover herself what a_“womfa_r}” is.

To save and to survive Meiji in future, her uncle Youngest, along with Meiji sets a nsky
journey to an island as to protect her life. Meiji gets blessings from their uncle'sl _by touching their
feet. Meiji and Youngest dressed as Indian workers, start their journey. Meij has.worked out

ysically hard in climbing, jumping, bending her bodies in the narrow cart and adopting the body
in the control. She acts like a boy in the outdoor journey. First, they hgve to cross tl}e Great Waslfe:,
a no man’s land loaded with radioactive poisons. They wear radioactive we13h£g1ts and travel 1'n
an extraordinarily planned, covered Desert Chariot. The novel portrays Meiji and Youngest's
adventures as they make their way across the dangerous terrains of Brotherland. They face the
General’s security personnel Boyz (an armed force of indistinguishable clones), robots, drones,

tory male characters such as Budget and Swan, and the despotic ruler General who is
determined to kill all women.
During their journey, when Meiji makes her first appearance in the Continnum Palace, she

is stared at by the men gathered there even though she was dressed as a boy. The test for
Youngest, who has a place with an age that has been denied female friendship, is to control his
illegal want for Meiji. Tortured by recollections of his mom and sisters who were killed by the

Generals, he faces the overwhelming undertaking of clarifying the significance of womanhood to
rs in two or three months. His words uncover the hit to mankind

Meill who might develop by yea
delivered by a despotic state and the fearless endeavor of a resident to save humanity:
ber them from the time before our mother died, before the

I remember our... sisters I remem
....every atom of their presence. I didn’t realize at the time that an entire spectrum of
will know intuitively how to lead our

gentleness and beauty would pass from this world. I
little girl into that lost universe of womanhood. Even as I fear it, look forward to it, long for

it, desire it. Whatever I do, it will be with my heart, not with cold reason, but with love (53).
After a few days, Meiji and Youngest arrive at the City on the coastline, the edge of the General’s
nation. The city bears all the characteristics of the extraordinary change introduced by the
autocracy of .thc Generals-atomic radiation, ultra-present day innovation, homosexuality,
:;l?-d,lcss realism and wrongdoing, steady electronic reconnaissance of private life by the state.
o ji and Youngest remain at the bequest of a wealthy friend named Budget, who makes due with

endowments of the Generals. The Generals continually visit him, so they are careful. The

e ——————————————————
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Tecison General outputs Youngest brain through mystery correspondence with his individual
clone Generals. Meanwhile, the general visits the house of Meiji. He suspects strongly that they
protect a girl and hides from him. So often he visits their house. He doubtfully says, “She escaped
this carth without even knowing what had befallen her. Do you think she was lucky? Very, very,
lucky ™ (56).
Then Youngest and Meiji catch a ride on a cart. In this dry land loaded with non-
domesticated wild canines, they pull in envy from starving voyagers. The surrendered more
established men stay with the recollections of the past, however the more youthful men who have
no wonderful recollections are pitiful and age rashly. Indeed, even Meiji and Youngest become
solidified. Youngest castigates Meiji at whatever point she begins sobbing uncontrollably. Slowly
they figure out how to adjust to the threatening area and get by on the barest least. Youngest ends
up changing into a meagre, dull worker and Meiji becomes for the time being into an irate grown-
up with her own privileged insights. They venture towards a dronery where cloned workers are
created, since such droneries are the main flourishing foundations where essential necessities are
openly accessible.

Meiji and Youngest face many dangerous attacks during their journey. The proprietor of
the dronery is a derisive, prurient elderly person who produces sub-par drones. At the point when
he attempts to attack Meiji, Youngest executes him and assumes control over the dronery. As
Meiji develops into a wonderful youngster, the deteriorating drones in the dronery appear to be
considerably progressively dangerous. At the point when the half-human, half machine drones
wrn barbarian, Meiji and Youngest escape to the woods. While safeguarding her from the
General's militaries, Youngest describes her how the Generals had assumed control over the once
Jovely nation and transformed it into an atomic desert inhabited by clones. They venture further
into the woodlands, and once stunning islands, presently landfill and thus proceed day by day.

. During the journey, Youngest uncovers to her that she is the li.ttlc girl of Youngest and his cousin

ho had experience passionate feelings for and hitched during the rule of dread. That Meiji’s
lightful mother had immolated herself openly so as to redirect the consideration of the Generals
‘from her infant. Bit by bit Meiji now acknowledges how valuable she is, as the last enduring
" individual-woman from her species. _

Then they reach the outskirts which is a landscape called as ‘the Capital city of their
World’. Twenty—five million people lived in the place before the arrival of Generals, who
completely destructed the place by atomic bombs; they desmllcted the whole city in five days.
Thus, through the narrative of the journey, the novelist describes how under the system of the
Generals, the once beautiful, happy and blissful land and the human life on the planet turned into
degenerated and lost world. A large portion of the country remained is a desert only. The water,
soil and air are noxious. The Generals’ nuclear bombs have straightened it into rubble, murdering
all living things, deserting hot, and seething atomic breezes. The greater part of the populace has
died and those alive are tormented by mental and physical sicknesses and live in a semi-cognizant
4a1e because of atomic radiation. Their lives are continually checked by the Generals. Without
women, most families have gotten wiped out without beneficiaries. Some consent to propagation
through cloning. To fulfil their sexual needs, most of the men are compelled to depend on
homosexuality. The land is loaded up with half-dead men, cruel clones and automated workers
called drones. The main instrument of fear of the Generals are the “Boyz”—a shocking armed force
of indistinguishable clones, robed in dark, equipped with tons of weaponry, prepared to slaughter
at the smallest incitement.

ey The villages and towns are inhabited with the pathetic rich men without the will to live,
h ep.k :’ ;i,;:l:c dc:_d;:rs, desert loplc:rs, helpless labourers turned out of bequests after their lords kicked
S, sla:;h \:m :;u; beneficiaries. A large portion of poor people or the “dust individuals™ have
Gobidadis mzfr‘; y the Generals. Just a couple are kept alive and used to spy upon individual
s vl hart: no structures left in view of concrete decay. There are no streets or rai

with the exception of camel or bullock drawn carts and trucks leased by providers

e e ——————————————————
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surrender to destiny and ready for deatly
aching for the past when wome;
to decline in all regards.
Afterwards Meiji and v
o Qungest repe — '
has murdered most of the Species :ml |hcmh the coastal city where it is seen that atomic radiation
: everything is made of plastic or metal 5;:: Cllulluring seem colossal. Because of concrete decay
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nonappca €n. er six da . component of the naton 1s the
of
food and water. But they manage and ys of joumey, they face many troubles like fuel scarcity,

\ : for th
symbolizes the modern girl who loves adv?::!lllm‘:h they cat egg, noodles boiled in the water. Meiji
urous journey and risky actions. She manages and

loves all like her Youngest uncle. She re
Lastly, Meiji and Youngest presents the dare bold modern women.

boat. They hear a chanting sound. At night they ¢ which is near to the island with the help of a

enerals speck the scene. The mesmerizing music
Ihey llHF:‘el:nlll\.]i :um}nml I".|II1I||.. Iwunnc.:”quu-l and angry,
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in the place, so she feels fear to talk to Yoy
or not. She thinks that the people in that platrzleg :rs::. ci?f“ she asks Youngest whether the place is safe

epi : erent, so she is afraj
threat ﬁiuféu?ni; Ezzladsw:;ilqegenemmg cffect on the mind and ﬁym;?a woman under
! ; 1C meaning for both Meiij and Sis e s
¥ u . u y
journey to W(.:)mallhﬁf)d and for Youngest it is g strugglejwith hir;clzr:ﬁ“?&crst. For Meiji itisa
E. The protagonist Meiji and her Uncles symbolise sec al teelings and propriety.

ret resistanc i
such a govermmental tyranny of the dictator Gener Pk sl tosine (o 4ecd e fom

: als. Underlying the grotes i-fi
characters like drones, GeneraIS,'Boyz and the symbolic blasted landscaq:)g;:I air?t‘;fl is: ldlslg; r{z;
terms is the effervescent lust for life and dreams of attaining womanhood . o
Conclusion .

To conclude, Padmanabhan’s dystopian novel i < s i
India is mainly the result of the strong so-::igl bias agaii‘ssf‘:‘l:: 1;:,?%}3“‘;;‘ :::W lk:;sdec'lmmg st:eﬁ-mf in
and widely available technology of sex-determination for female foetic:ide aird risﬁl,lstizzlo the cheap
women at both domestic and public level. The novel offers a realistic portrayal ff ﬂ:t:nr'l:::cag‘:::ls;
3 which witnesses the open execution of women by the dictator Generals. They are the symbols of the
_~ technocrats who are full of lust for money and power. The novel elaborates on how the Generals
. consider women just reproductive machines and there are no such roles of women as mother. sister
E daughter etc. for them. It sheds light on the manner in which the Generals and machines tear’n up tc;
' demolish women and the land for their personal stakes is suggestive of neo-pioneer propensities in the
India. The characters in the novel are denied freedoms which are the right of every human being. And
so, right from the outset of the novel, Youngest has less hope of escaping from the Brotherland which
is always under constant surveillance. Nonetheless, the novel has an open ending with Meiji and
Youngest sharing a conversation in the point with the hope that Meiji can make her way across this
country to be given harbour by any of the neighbouring nations. Towards the end of the novel, the
novelist cautions the present generations that if they continue to be insensitive to the declining and
degenerating state of the land and woman and continue the use of technology in such a way that it
ultimately became a threat to human life, the future will be in danger as the novel portrays.
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