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|:nun1:|liun inJane Austen’s
Classic Emma.

Mitalee Khivaiya Abire
‘l{csl.‘illch Scholar
i\ll(‘NMlJ, Jalgaon
Abstract: e
Jane Austen is a writer of varied inge
themes related to society. Emma, one of e well celebrated »
i 4 v

wwolusion. The protagonist of the ¢ ;
:'r.:;v who mkesirmcfmakl’ng-?{}f{jhm.“,{“r. ame is a strong headed, independent and beautiful young
; J Hhose around hey very seriously without their consideration. During

her matchmaking endeavours a part of hey ' '
' ; ) nature is revealed whic s oy psyche s
dominated by the social status she enioys: rasiiliin 2 which shows how her psyc

. ; - g in superiority complex and various problems in
s because o Her i i , ple 51
’ﬁaﬂsngﬁlﬂ:er vanity ;{,:ju:;} ,f hf ,”;m'_ﬁm'”?”'q with other characters she cross path with are subtly
biased O ; : ¢ result is evident through her class discrimination mentality. This
research work is an attempt to captire the
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5 and multiple ialenis. Her writings have the various
orks of Jane Austen is also not an

. social reality marred by vanity and class discriminative
attitude. |
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Introduction

Jane Austen’s novel Emma published in 1815 is now read worldwide and celebrated as
authors one of the greatest works though it was not a huge success when it was published. Several
movies dramas, stage plays, television serics have been made based on the novel which now enjoys
the status of'bcmg'a classic. Like most of the Austen’s novels, Emma is a novel whose protagonist
is a woman who is a strong and independent thinker. She is not submissive to the pressure and
expectations of the contemporary society which gave very little room for the wonen to express
themselves and showcase their inherent talents. Like the scciety, the protagonist Emma was not
perfect either despite being strong headed. Sometimes there's a very thin line between being
confident and overconfident or proud. We often see characters crossing this line, especially Emma.

Emma considers her matchmaking skills in high regards which more often than not is in
contrary to the reality. Her claim of being responsible for the marriage of her governess Miss Taylor
and Mr. Weston is one of the examples where the illusive nature of Emma dominates her
conscience and she ends up claiming things in which she had played a negligible role. Mr. George
Knightley’s opinion about this maticr is worth paying attention to because it has a realistic approach
10 deal with the issue. “Mr. Knightley. in fact was one of the few people who could see faults in
Emma Woodhouse, and the only one who ever told her of them”. Mr. Knightley has the unique
ability to deflate Emma’s vanity by contradicting her claim that she had made the match between
Miss Taylor and Mr. Weston. Mr. Knightley points of that Emma had merely made lucky gas so far
as this match was concerned, and that she had played no role in arranging the match. Mr. Knightley
acts as an agent who shows mirror to the Emma but Emma _hadyno interest in buying Mr.
Knightley’s ideas about reality. She says, “Mr. Knightley loves to find fault with me —n a joke. We
always say what we like 10 one another™ (Austen 79) N | -

Emma is blinded by her vanity to an extent that she engages l}crscll in match making activities
without the consent of other people around her. She thinks herself to be capable to know one betier
than oneself. Her illusion nature is now playing it's part to convince her that she can find a suitable
match for the local vicar Mr Elton. Harriet Smith who happens 1o be of an unknown qarcmagc_, she
Is a nice person according to Emma. She thinks Harriet Snl'uilh iS. a suilahlc_: match for Mr.‘_l:.'llun_.
This thinking is mainly based on helping Harriel to move lnghhcr in the social c{ln.:;s by marrying 1
person like Mr. Elton who enjoys a dignified place in the social sir;_nu‘lhcn. While 2lllfl-l‘iagll1gl 111‘1?
match for Harriet, Emma totally rejects Harriet's liking for Mr. Martin just because he is a Larmer.
M

e

55



A 2 Akshara Multidisciplinary Research Journal

AMRJ Single Blind Peer Reviewed & Referced International Research Journal

E- ISSN 2582-5429 / SIIF Impact- 5.67/ October 2023/ Special Issue 09/ Vol. VI

Her basis of marriage is not the mutual love, affection and compatibility as it should be but it is the
very need she feels for Harriet to move upwards in social class. Harriet’s parentage Is unknown but
Emma somechow believes that Harriet’s unknown father must have been a gentleman. She is there
desperate to detach Harriet from the Martin family to whom the girl has been greatly attached for
many months. Her rejection of Mr. Robert Martin shows Emma’s social snobbery. The attitude
Emma showed while judging Martin is a representative of the mentality of rich people then who
were bound by the superiority complex and totally ignored human virtues. Mr Knightley was of the
opposite opinion, he thought Harriet and Martin should be married. His explanation after listening
to Emma’s opinions is very thoughtful. He says, “No, Mr. Martin is not her equal indeed, for he is
as much her superior in sense as in situation. Emma, your infatuation about that girl blinds you.
What are Harriet Smith's claims, either of birth, nature or education, to any connection higher than
Robert Martin? She is the natural daughter of nobody knows whom, with probably no settled
provision at all, and certainly no respeciable relations. She is not a sensible girl, nor a girl of any
information. She has been taught nothing useful, and is too young and too simple to have acquired
anything herself” (Austen 152)

Emma’s vanity and class discrimination is also seen in her treatment of Coles. She thinks it is
beneath her dignity to mix with them because they have risen to wealth from much lower position.
However, she attends the party organised by Coles not because she has changed but because all
others in the village have accepted the invitation for the party. Emma is also shown to be jealous
towards Jane Fairfax because she is intelligent, well educated, beautiful with pleasant personality.
Emma’s vanity doesn’t allow her to appreciate Jane’s virtues fully. Though she knew her from
childhood, she never was friendly towards her because of her feelings of jealousy and insecurity.
Conclusion:

Emma's own wealth and status play a significant role in her interactions with others, and the novel
delves into the complexities of relationships across different social classes. Emma’s vanity can be
said to be a result of the social status she enjoys. The pressures of socicty and the expectations
placed on individuals to conform to societal norms can be seen. Characters struggle with the desire
for social acceptance and the limitations imposed by societal expectations.
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